
RMWEA Operator Training
WEFMAX.21 Pacific NW CWA



• Serving Colorado, New Mexico and 

Wyoming

• About 1,400 members

• ~17,000 operators

• 15,686 certified in Colorado

Who We Are



Operator Training Requirements



Operator Training Requirements - Colorado

License renewal requirements (every 3 years):

• Class A – 30 hours

• Class B – 24 hours

• Class C – 18 hours

• Class D – 12 hours

Training Unit Categories

• Water

• Wastewater

• Industrial Wastewater

• Collection

• Distribution

• Supplemental

• Regulatory – 1 contact hour required each time 

license is renewed



Operator Training Requirements –
New Mexico

Certificate renewal requirements 
(every 3 years):

• Water Sampling

• Small Water / Advanced

• Water Supply

• Distribution Systems

• Small Wastewater / Advanced

• Wastewater

• Wastewater Lab

• Collection Systems



Operator Training Requirements –
Wyoming

• Certificate renewal requirements 
every 3 years

• 24 hours required
• 8 in Core topics
• 2 in Rules training
• 14 in Non-core areas

• Core (just a few listed)
• Backflow prevention
• Emergency response
• Instrumentation/SCADA
• Wastewater Treatment Plant 

O&M
• Collection System O&M

• Rule (just a few listed
• SDWA
• CWA
• Regulatory updates

• 1 CEU = 10 hours of training



Operator Training Opportunities

Opportunity Platform Frequency Duration Cost Impact

Technical Advisory 
Committee

Typically In-Person
Currently Virtual

Monthly Luncheon

Professional 
Wastewater Operator 
(PWO) Seminars

Typically In-Person
Currently Virtual

One-Day

Operator Schools In-Person 3 schools held annually

Annual Conference Typically In-Person
Currently Virtual

Annually 3 days, one full day 
operator focused

New Mexico Water 
Conference

In-Person Annually 2 days

Committee Events Typically In-Person
Currently Virtual

Few times a year ½ day – full day

Electronic Training Virtual



• Lunch events

• Usually focused on specific topic  

• Location – specific to presentation subject

• Followed by a tour

• Training units not always available but very 

informative sessions

• Excellent networking opportunity

• Attended by cross-sectional groups of people 

(operators, engineers, vendors, academia)

Technical Advisory Committee



• One day seminars spread throughout the year at 

different physical locations

• Established annual locations: Englewood, 

Vail, Estes Park, Greeley

• Random locations: Colorado Springs, Pueblo, 

Durango, Albuquerque

• Focused on current topics including regional 

• Usually two free seminars each year

• Invited speakers

• Focused on getting 5 to 7 credit hours applicable 

for Operator License renewal

• Attended by operators

PWO Seminars



• Week- long schools started in 1980s focusing on exam 

preparation

• Exam sessions scheduled at the end of the weeks 

(same location)

• Denver Metro - beginners, intermediate and advanced 

schools

• Leadville School – mountain focus – attractive 

opportunity for speakers and students at 11,200 feet

• Low cost $400 per week

• Great networking opportunity

• Extra events: operator help nights, toilet bowl trivia 

night, steak night

Operator Schools

New Mexico

Wyoming

Colorado

Front Range/Denver 
Metro Location

Leadville Location



Leadville Operator School



• Regular technical 3-day multiple 

tracks with training units available 

and posted

• Special operator focused track  

• Usually one full day 

• Regulatory class (required 

since 2019)

Annual Conference



• Innovative Water Technology

• Focused on new technologies and 

solutions

• Actual solutions and pilots highlighted 

(tours prior to pandemic)

• Biosolids

• Annual Biosolids Seminar

• Biosolids Land Appliers certification

• Collection Systems

• One day seminars 

• Outdoor equipment exhibit (prior to 

pandemic)

Committee Events



Electronic Training

• 360 Water – not as popular as the other 

events

• Used mostly by operators in need of last-

minute training units



• Multiple physical locations to serve our 

members

• Short and long training opportunities

• Basic to advanced topics to fit various 

needs

• Range of costs, some free

• Some paid presenters, most volunteers

Takeaways



THANK YOU!


